THE CAMPBELL CASE
his definite word of honour. There was not a man who heard
Sir Patrick Hastings put his case that day who did not believe
him absolutely. If he alone were involved, the debate would
.have ended when he sat down. He had moved the House by
his manifest honesty, his frank sincerity and conscientious
integrity. Whether he had misjudged one way or the other,
Members unanimously acquitted him of either deception or
misrepresentation.
The real purpose that, lay behind the debate was revealed
when Sir John Simon rose to move the Liberal amendment
and launched out into an attack of vicious and cynical defama-
tion on the Prime Minister, lie referred to the scenes that
followed the Prime Minister's apology at question time and
sneered at the vagueness and ambiguity of MacDonald's
answers.
The Liberal amendment was that a Select Committee be
appointed to investigate and report upon the circumstances
leading up to the withdrawal of the proceedings recently
instituted by the Director of Public Prosecutions against Mr.
Campbell.
When the Prime Minister eame to reply, his first words
indicated how keenly he resented the taunts of Sir John
Simon, and he showed a, quite unusual pugnacity in his
indignant contradiction of the charges of the Liberal lawyer.
He explained that, whatever views were expressed by Ministers,
were certainly not urged because of Party considerations.
Ministers knew and appreciated the fact that responsibility
for a decision rested with the 1 .aw Officers, The speech of the
Prime Minister gained strength as he proceeded. To those
who were calling for his head the Prime Minister defiantly
retorted that, if the House were not disposed to give the
Government a satisfactory measure of confidence, they could
not go on*
* If,' he added, * the House passes either of the resolutions
on the paper, then we go. It will be the end of what has
been a high advttnture which has contributed to the honour
of the country and social stability* and which, when the
country has had an opportunity of passing a verdict upon
us, will come again**
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